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HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES IN THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI 
NORTHWEST, 1915-1916 

The region covered in the following survey of historical activ- 
ities includes the states of Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, 
and Colorado. Roughly speaking, the period of time is that 
from October 1, 1915, to October 1, 1916, althouglh in some cases 
publications of slightly earlier date are mentioned. 

PROGRESS AND ACTIVITIES OF HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

No changes of importance have taken place in the organization 
of the Minnesota historical society during the past year. The 
contract for the construction of a splendid building for the so- 
ciety was let late in November, 1915, and the work is proceeding 
in a satisfactory manner; October 1, 1917, h.as been set as the 
date for its completion. The building will be four stories in 
height, and very simple in style of architecture. The materials 
used in its erection will be produced largely within the state of 
Minnesota. For a time at least, the building is to house the de- 
partment of education in addition to the society, the archives, 
and the library commission. 

The membership roll of the society on January 1, 1916, con- 
tained the names of 435 persons, 335 of whom were active mem- 
bers, and of these in turn 269 were life members. On the same 
date the library of the society contained 78,854 accessions, prac- 
tically all of which were bound volumes. It was estimated also 
that the library possessed unaccessioned material, chiefly in the 
form of pamphlets, to the number of 41,000. It is intended to 
put this ma.teria.l in pamphlet binders and accession it as rap- 
idly as possible. 

At the annual meeting of the executive council of the Minne- 
sota historical society on February 28th, Mr. Solon J. Buck, the 
superintendent, read a paper on "Some aspects of Lincoln's 
ca.reer as a whig politician. " The reader of a. paper at a public 
neeting of the coincil oni April 10 was Mr. Marion P. Satterlee, 
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whose subject wa.s "A sketch of the Sioux massacre of 1862." 
Two members of the executive council of the society died duriing 
the past summer, na.mely, Mr. James J. Hill and Mr. Edward C. 
Stringer. 

Under the direction of Mr. Benjamin F. Shamba.ugh, superiin- 
tendent of the sta.te historical society of Iowa at Iowa City, dur- 
ing tlle past summer the research work of a. number of men has 
been directed toward the preparation of a volume on statute law- 
nmaking in Iowa which will be published during the winter. The 
library, whichl now includes about 44,000 titles, is becoming 
crowded for room, and the society is facing the problem of se- 
curing more commodious quarters in the not far distanit future. 
Miss Ruth A. Gallalier lhas been promoted to the position of 
library research associate, and Mr. Dan E. Clark to the position 
of associate editor. 

By action of tlhe board of cura.tors, library membership in the 
state hfistorical society of Iow'a (the fee for which was one dollar 
a year) was abolished from and after January 1, 1916, and in 
lieu thereof certain public and college libraries within the state 
togetlher with a limited list of libraries and institutions outside 
the sta.te were designated as official depositories for the publica- 
tions of the society. These official (lepositories, numbering 
about one hundred and fifty within the state aind about sixty out- 
side, will herea.fter receive all tlhe publications issued by the so- 
ciety witlhout the payment of any fees or dues. 

The most notable new line of activity upon which tlhe historica.l 
department of Iowa a.t Des Moines has entered is the demonstra- 
tion of the possibilities which lie in the use of moving pictures 
for historical purposes. Several tlhousand feet of films were 
taken of the Iowa troops in their mobilization camp near Des 
Moines before they proceeded to tlhe Mexican border; and Cura- 
tor Harlan has explored various. other fields in which motion 
pictures may be employed in recording cu-rrent history for fu- 
ture genierations and in interpreting, the events of the past to the 
people of the present day. 

In thlis connection it should be noted that the state historical 
societies of Minnesota and Iowa, together with the historical de- 
partment of Iowa., are co6perating with the Ihistorical agencies 
in Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin in an enterprise 
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which will be productive of much benefit to students of the his- 
tory of this region. Under the joint patrona.ge of these societies 
and departments, Mr. N. D. Mereness has prepared a calendar 
of the many papers in the archives of the department of state at 
Washington, D. C., which relate to the early history of these six 
stat.es. A copy of this calendar, typewritten on index cards, has 
been received by each of the cooperating agencies, and arrange- 
ments have been made whereby photostatic copies of any of the 
ma.terial listed in this ca.lendar may be secured for the collections 
of the societies participating in the venture. Furthermore, the 
work will be continued during the coming year in the archives of 
other departments of the federal government. 

One addition has been made to the staff of the state historical 
society of Missouri at Columbia. Mr. Ivan H. Epperson began 
work in May as exchange assistant. The society is now com- 
fortably installed in fireproof quarters in the new library build- 
ing of the university of Missouri. At the annual meetinig held 
on December 10, 1915, Walter B. Stevens delivered an address 
on "Lincolin and Missouri." Two papers read at this meeting 
were "Independence, Missouri, and Jackson county," by Wil- 
liam Southern, Jr.; and "The great men of Gallatin, Missouri," 
by Rollin J. Britton. It was at this time, a.lso, that a resolutioni 
was adopted which initiated the movement for the observance of 
the centennial of the admission of Missouri into the union. 

The work of the Missouri historical society at St. Louis during 
the past year has been confined largely to the building up of its 
library and collections. At the election of officers in April the 
persons who served during the preceding year were reelected. 
Papers on historical subjects have been read on the third Friday 
evening of each month; a.nd the society has. arranged several 
special exhibits during the year, and has cooperated with the 
public schools in presenting to the pupils mnaterial and data con- 
cerning local history. 

The Kansas state historical society has without noteworthy 
change continued its work along the lines followed for several 
years past. On January 1, 1916, the societ.y reported a library 
of 42,931 volumes, 149,979 pamphlets, and more than 50,000 
bound volumes of newspapers. Moreover, Secretary Connelley 
at tha.t time reported the possession of 149,851 documents in the 
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department of archlives, 44,62S manuscripts, 9,127 pictures and 
portraits, and 7,616 maps. 

The Nebra.ska state historical society suffered a severe loss on 
Junie 14, 1916, in the death of its efficient secretary, Mr. Clarence 
S. Paine. The board of directors chose Mrs. Minnie P. Knotts, 
,formerly librarian and assistant secretary, to take Mr. Paine's 
work a,s secretary until October, while Mrs. Cla,ra A. Paine 
was elected librarian for a. similar length of time. Mr. George 
R. Fox, who succeeded Mr. Melvin R. Gilmore as curator of the 
society, has resigned and accepted a position as curator of the 
Chamberlain memorial museum at Three Oaks, Michigan. 

Miss Ida Anding, who has long occupied the position of legis- 
lative reference librarian in the department of history of South 
Dakota,, ha,s tendered her resignation, to take effect on November 
:1, 1916. She will be succeeded by Mr. C. Stanley Stevenson, at 
presenit assistant superintendent.. During the summer the de- 
partment acquired by purchase the Verendrye plate buried at 
Fort Pierre in 1743 and discovered in 1913. A bibliography of 
South Dakota is projected for publication in 1920. The depart- 
nent also has under way the location and marking of the Arik- 
ara Indian towns within the state, and is assembling, in the state 
museum a collection of material representing the culture of the 
Arika,ra. The secretary and superiniten(lent of tlhe department, 
Mr. Doane Robinson, has made a number of addresses on his- 
torical subjects at various places in the state during the year. 

As was noted in the survey a yTea.r ago, the state historical so- 
ciety of North Dakota has been placed under a, regular budget 
system1, and a testing of the plan has proved that it makes for 
econiomy and efficiency. The library and the museum of the so- 
ciety loca-ted at Bismarck have been completely separated and 
each branch of the work will hereafter be entirely independent 
and under the direction of an expert. Miss Georgia B. Carpen- 
ter lhas been a.ppointed librarian; and Mr. Melvin R. Gilmore, 
formerly of Nebraska, has succeeded Mr. Herbert C. Fish as 
curator of the museum. 

The historical agencies in Montana, Wyoining, and Colorado 
continue to suffer from lack of funds, and henc,e have been un- 
able to launch any new enterprises, although in Colorado there 
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is a movement on foot in favor of the establishment of a his- 
torical quarterly devoted chiefly to that state. 

PUBLICATION S OF H:ISTORICAL SOCIEI'IES 

The publications of historical societies in this region during 
the past year have not been verv numerous. The activities of 
the Minnesota historical society along this line have been con- 
fined to the Minnesota history bulletin. In this excellent quar- 
terly there have appeared the following articles: "James W. 
Taylor: a biographical sketch," by Theodore C. Blegen; "The 
social memory," by George E. Vincent; a short biographical 
sketch of Lloyd Barber, by Charles C. Willson; " Genesis of the 
typewriter," by William G. Le Duc; "The Minnesota historical 
society building," by Stirling Horner; " Miniiesota. a.t the crystal 
palace exhibition, New York, 1853," by William G. Le Duc; and 
"The Neill papers in the manuscript collection of the Minnesota 
historical society," by Franklin F. Holbrook. Each number of 
the Bulletin contains book reviews, notes on the activities of the 
Minnesota historical society, and news and notes concerning 
events and publicat.ions of historical interest in that state and 
els.ewhere, including lists of hiistorical articles in MiAnnesota 
newspapers. Mr. Warren Upham lha.s made considerable prog- 
ress in the compilati.on of a work on "MIilnnesota geograplhic 
names. " 

Acta et dicta, volume four, numtiber one, published by the Cath- 
olic historical society of St. Paul, contains among otlher things a 
history of the diocese, written by Francis J. Schlaefer. 

The state historical society of Iowa lhas published three sub- 
stantial volumes, namely, volumes III and iv of Clarence R. 
Aurner's History of education in Iowa (xii, 464; xi, 471 p.),1 
dealing,p with secondary education and the state institutions of 
higher education, respectively; and a study of Third party move- 
ments since the civil war with1 special reference to Iowa (xii, 
564 p.),2 by Fred E. Haynes. 

In the pages of the quarterly public.ation of the society, known 
as the Iowa journal of history and politics, there have appeared 
during the past year the following articles: "The legislation of 

1 To be reviewed later. 
2 Reviewed in this number. 
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the thirty-sixth general assembly of Iowa,," by Frank E. Hor- 
ack; "History of Presbyterianism in Iowa, City," by Jacob Van 
der Zee; "The Indian agent in the United States, before 1850," 
by Ruth A. Ga,llaher; "The removal of the capita,l from Iowa 
City to Des Moines," by John E. Briggs.; "The romance in 
Iowa history," by Thomas Teakle; "Tlhe Indian agent in the 
United States sine,e 1850," by Ruth A. Gallaher; "The ca,reer of 
Samuel R. Thurston in Iowa. and Oregon," by Hiram F. White; 
"Episodes in the early history of the Des Moines, valley," by 
Jia,cob Van der Zee; and "Indian agents in Iowa.: a.gents among 
the Sacs and Foxes," by Ruth A. Gallaher. 

A number of source materials have a,lso appeared in this same 
periodical. LUnder the title "Captivity of a party of French- 
men among Indians in the Iowa. country, 1728-1729," may be 
found the account of Pierre Boucher, reprinlted from the Wis- 
consin historical collections and edited by Jacob Van der Zee. 
"A western demand for interna.l improvements" consists of anl 
article from an early Dubuque newspaper, with a note by Dan 
E. Clark. A lengthy statement of "Arguments in favor of the 
admission of Iowa in the union," taken from an Iowa City news- 
paper, is furnished with introduction and notes by Dan E. Clark. 

A pamphlet published by the state historical society of Iowa 
consists of a revised edition of a, partial bibliography entitled 
Onte hundred topics in Iowa history, compiled by Dan E. Clark. 
As has been noted the society plans to bring out this winter vol- 
ume iIn in the Iowa applied history series, consisting of a de- 
tailed study of statute lawmaking in Iowa. Mr. Aurner ha.s com- 
pleted the manuscript for volumes v and vi of his History of edut- 
cation in Iowa. 

Only one number of the Annals of Iowa has been issued by the 
hiistorical department of Iowa at Des Moines during the past 
year, namely, the October, 1915, number. In this issue there 
appeared the following articles: "Scientific studies of Dr. Asa 
lorr," by James 0. Crosby; three appreciations of the life and 
services of Richa.rd C. Barrett, written by F. F. Faville, Albert 
MI. Deyoe, and Edgar R. Harlan; " Opinions of Honorable Smith 
MIcPherson, district judge, in the case of the United States v. 
David S. Morrison," by A. J. Small; the sixth installment of 
"The writings of Judge George G. Wright," consisting of brief 
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biographical sketches of Shepherd Leffler, S. C. Hastings, and 
Joseph Williams; a sketch of the life of "Judge George 
Greene," by B. L. Wick; and a continuation of C. C. Stiles's 
outline classification of the "Public archives of Iowa." There 
is also another section of the tentative bibliography of "Iowa 
authors and their works," compiled by Alice Marple. 

T'he Missouri historical review publislhed at Columbia by tlle 
state historical societv of Missouri contains several exc.ellent 
contributions to Missouri and mid-western history. "Fathers 
of the state," a. discussion of the personnel of the Missouri con- 
stitutiona.l convention of 1820, by Floyd C. Shoemaker; " Origin 
of Missouri day," by Anna, Brosius Korn; "Lincoln and Mis- 
souri," by Walter B. Stevens; "Early opposition to Thomas 
Hart Benton," by C. H. McClure; the first installment of a study 
of "Missouri and the Santa Fe trade," by F. F. Stephens; and 
two papers on " How Missouri counties, towns, and streams were 
named, " by David W. Eaton - these constitute the articles 
whic.h hiave been published in the last four numbers of tlle Re- 
view. A list of historical articles in current Missouri news- 
papers is a feature of each number. There are also depart- 
ments devoted to notes and documents, andl to news and com- 
mnents. 

The Missouri historical society located a.t St. Louis has not 
been able to put out a volume of its Collections during the past 
year, but hopes to issue this publication more regularly in the 
future. The society will have ready for distribution early this 
winter a reprint of a pa.mphlet by General Thomas James, en- 
titled "Three years among the Indians and Mexicans," pub- 
lislhed at Waterloo, Illinois, in 1846. The pamphlet has been 
carefully edited and supplied with notes by Wa.lter B. Douglas. 
During the course of the winter the society a.lso plans to publish 
a journal of a. voyage up the Missouri river a.nd of occurrences 
at Lisa.'s tradinng post in Nortlh Dakota from May, 1812 to 
March, 1813. 

The Kansa.s state historical society, Collections, 1913-1914 (x, 
602 p.) came from thle press in 1915. Among the many papers 
contained in this large volume a-re the following: "George 
Washington Martin," by Perl W. Morgan; tributes to the late 
Eugene Fit.clh Ware, by Charles S. Gleed, William E. Connelley, 
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Charles E. Cory, and J. S. West; "Edwa.rd Waianshear Wynl- 
koop," by Edward E. Wynkoop; "The supreme court of the 
state of Kansas, " by Edwin A. Austin; "Some nlotes on the ter- 
ritorial history of Kansas," by Franklin B. Sanborn; "The 
Lane trail," by William E. Connelley; "The true hlistory of the 
Branson rescue," by Charles H. Dickson; "Experiences of a 
pioneer missionary," by Cyrus R. Rice; "'Aemiioirs of a pioneer 
missionary and chaplain in the UJnited States army," by Hiram 
Stone; "The Ottawa Indians in Kansas an(d Oklahoma," by 
Joseph B. King; "SoIne reminiscences of the frontier," by Aln- 
derson N. Ellis; "History as an asset of the state," by Williaml 
E. Connelley; "National aspects of the old Oregon trail," by 
William E. Connelley; "Historical verity," by (.O)swald Garrison 
Villard; "What I saw of the Quantrill raid," by Albert IR. 
Greene; "The rehabilitation of the Santa Fe railwa.y systemn," 
by Charles S. Gleed; "Bohemians in central Kansas," by Fran- 
cis J. Swehla; and "The German element in eentral Kansas," 1w 
Jacob C. Ruppentlhal. In addition, about onie hiundred and fifty 
pages are filled with important source materials relati.ve to 
the "Topeka movement." 

The Nebraska sta.te historical society reports that a volumne 
of its Proceedings is in the hands of the printers. 

Volume viii of the South Dakota 7histoi-ical collection.s, pub- 
lished by the state departnment of history, is ani illustrated vol- 
ume of nearly six hundred pages, all but one hlundred of whieli 
are taken up with "Official correspondence pertaining to the 
war of the outbreak, 1862-1865." In addition there are a num- 
ber of papers, among which may be mnentioned the following: 
"Surveying under difficulties," by J. E. Ziebach; "Along the 
upper Missouri in the 70's," by Charles F. HIackett; surveys of 
the progress of Soutlh Dakota in 191-4 and 191-5, by Doane Robin- 
son; and ani illustrated account of "Dakota muilitary-v posts." A 
pamphlet containing, a, IIistory of tlte injitiative and referecdmall 
in Soiuth Dakota is another publication of the department. 

A number of publications of hiistorical. societies otlher tllani 
those of the trans-Mississippi northwest have (luring the past 
year contained material bearing on the history of the region 
covered in this paper. In TuIE NUSSESSIwPI V.vr.uI T IIISTORICAL, 
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REVIEW only one main article is on a subject entirely within this 
field, namely, one by Orin G. Libby on "Some Verendrye enig- 
mas." Three articles which have an incidental bearing are: 
"The economic, history of American agriculture as a field for 
study," by Louis B. Schmidt; "The function of military his- 
tory," by A. L. Conger; and "The organization of the British 
fur trade," by Wayne E. Stevens. Among the notes and docu- 
ments there is a short discussion of "The Iowa-Missouri dis- 
puted boundary," by Cla,ude S. Larzelere. 

Among the papers read at the mid-winter mleeting of the Mis- 
sissippi valley historical association in Chicago in December, 
1915, and a,t the annual meeting in New Orleans in April, 1915, 
and published in volume viii of the Proceedings are the follow- 
ing which more or less directly rela,te to the region under dis- 
cussion: "The agrarian history of the United States as a sub- 
ject for research," by William J. Trimble; "The Indian policv 
of Barnardo de Galvez," by Elizabeth Howard West; " The 
new invasion of the Gotlhs and Vandals," by Isaac, J. Cox; 
"Joseph Reynolds and the Diamond Jo line of steamers, 1862- 
1911," by George B. Merrick; and "Geographic influences in the 
Mississippi valley," by Frederick V. Emerson. 

The only article in the Anmerican historical review during the 
past twelve months which, even by stretching a point, may be 
said to come within the scope of this paper is one by Archer B. 
Hulbert on "Western ship-building." A note by Carl Russell 
Fish on "Conscription in the civil war"' is suggestive of a, line 
of study which may well be pursued in eaclh one of the states. 

Some of the articles wlichl have appeared in the History 
teacher's magazine are the following: "How the furs came 
down from the north country," by L. A. Chase; "How to teach 
the hiistory of the west in American history," by Il. W. Cald- 
well; and "The purchase of Louisiana," by Frank H. Hodder. 

"Some play-party games of the middle west," by Edwin F. 
Piper, is an article touchling this field in tlhe July-September, 
1915, number of tlhe Journal of Amterican folk-lore. 

Two articles in the Catholic historical reviewo for April are: 
"Tlle lost province of Quivira," by Michael Slihine; and "Thle 
attitude of Spain during the American revolution," by Charles 
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H. McCarthy. In the Records of tlle American Catholic his- 
torical society there is a lengthy review of E. Laveille's biog- 
raphy of Father Peter De Smet. 

In some "Reminiscences of Yellow Banks," by James W. 
Gor(lon, in the Transactions of the Illinois historica.l society for 
191.5, there is considerable data. concerning S. S. and William 
Phelps, both of whom spent several years as traders among the 
Sac and Fox Indians in the Iowa country. Two articles of in- 
terest to students of trans-Mississippi history in the quarterly 
Journal of this s.ame society for July, 1915, are: "The Mor- 
mon war in Hancock county," by Herbert S. Salisbury; and 
"David B. Sears, pioneer in the development of the water power 
of the Mississippi river," by David Sea.rs. Volume xv of the 
Jahrbuch der Deutsch-Arnerikanischen his torischen gesellschaft 
von Illinois contains a speech made at Fort Madison, Iowa., on 
German day in 1891, by Franz Sig,el. 

New light is thrown on the activities of Nicolas Perrot in 
the upper Mississippi valley in a series of three a.rticles on the 
"Remains of a French post near Trempealeau," written by 
Eben D. Pierce, George H. Squier, and Louise Phelps Kellogg, 
and published in the Proceedings of the state hlistorical society 
of Wisconsin at its sixty-tlhird annual meeting in 1915. Here 
also may be found some important source material concerninig 
the early exploration of the upper Missouri river in some "Ex- 
tracts from Capt. McKay's journal - and others," edited with 
introduction and notes by Milo M. Quaife. Especially impor- 
tant is a large volume recently publislhed by the sta.te historical 
society of Wisconsin containing, The journlals of Captain Meeri- 
wether Lewis and Sergeant John Ordway (444 p.),3 edited witl 
introduction and notes by Milo M. Quaife. Lewis's joturnal cov- 
ers his trip down the Ohio river and up the Mississippi to the 
winter camp; while the larger part of the book is devoted to 
Ordway's long lost journal. 

Under the heading of "Work of indexiing Louisiana 'Black 
Boxes'," in volume eight of the Publications of the Louisiana 
historical society, William Price tells of the service lie has per- 
formed in indexing the early archives of Louisiana. 

Turning to the far west, the Washington historical quarterloi 
7'o be reviewe/l later. 
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cont.ains a discussion of "Tlhe Mormon road(l, " by Hiram F. 
White; while John Edwin Ayer contributes a brief sketch of the 
life of "Georgre Bush, the voyageur," who was born about 1791 
in what is now Missouri and who was for a time engaged in the 
fur trade of the upper Missouri river. In a lis.t of "The pionieer 
dead of 1915," compiled by Edith G. Prosch, there appear the 
names of many persons who emigrated from Missouri and Iowa 
to Oregon before 1860. 

The Quarterly of the Oregon historical society duiring the pa.st 
vear has likewise conta.ined considerable material bearing on the 
hlistory of this. region. Tlle following articles have been noted: 
"Tlle organization of the Oregon emigrating companies," by 
Harrison C. Dale; "Did the returning Astorians use the south 
pass?" by Harrison C. Dale; and the first installment of the 
diary of Jason Lee, telling of Ilis overland journey to Oregon. 
Besides, each number of the Quarterly has. contained install- 
iieiits of the "Correspondence of the Reverend Ezra Fisher," 
who, as was noted la.st time, was a pioneer Baptist missionary in 
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Oregon. 

Finally, attention may be called to a lengthy, illustrated article 
on "Les medailles deeernees aux Indiens d'Ame6rique," by Vic- 
tor Morin, which appears in the Transactions of the Royal Soci- 
ety of Canada for December, 1915; and a compila.tion, by Dor- 
man B. E. Kent, of data concerning men born in Vermont wlho 
later were or are now prominent in various parts of the country, 
printed in the Proceedings of the Vermont historical society for 
the year 1913-1914. 

OTHER HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS 

Year by year the number of publications, other than those of 
state historical societies, wlhich bear on the history of the trans- 
Mississippi northwest is gradually increasing a fact whiclh is 
an indication that the history of this region is beginning to re- 
ceive the attention it deserves. 

The following publications containing soine da.ta. bearing upon 
the history of the region as a whole deserve mention: The lie 
of Father De Snet, S. J., 180-1-1873, by E. Laveille (New York, 
400 p.); The story of agriculture in the United States, bv A.l- 

4 Reviewed in this number. 
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bert H. Sanford (New York, 394 p.) ; 5 A history of travel in 
America in four volumes, by Seymour Dunbar (Indianapolis, 
339, 400, 383, 404 p.) 6 Across the continent by the Lincoln high- 
way, by Effie Price Gladding (New York, 262 p.); The life and 
adventures of the original John Jacob Astor, by Elizabeth L. 
Gebha,rd (Hudson, New York, 321 p.);7 Guidebook of the west- 
ern United States in four parts in the Bulletins of the United 
States geological survey, numbers 611-614 (2129, 244, 194, 142 p.); 
Quaint and historic forts of North Amnerica, by Johni Martin Ham- 
nonld (Philadelplhia, 309 p.); Growth of American state consti- 
tutions from 1776 to the end of the year 1914, by James Quayle 
Dealey (New York, 308 p.) ; Amnerican state trials, volumes iv, v, 
by John D. Lawson (St. Louis, 879, 943 p.); 8 Voting in the field: 
a forgotten chapter of the civil war, by Josiah Henry Bentoll 
(Boston, 332 p.) ; History of manufactures in the United States, 
1607-1860, by Victor S. Clark (Washington, 675 p.); History of 
domestic a-nd foreign commerce of the United States, in two vol- 
times, by Emory R. Johnson, T. W. Van Metre, G. G. Huebner, 
and D. S. Hanclhett (Washington, 363, 398 p.) ; The butter in- 
dustry in the United States, by Edward Wiest (New York, 265 
p.); The postal power of congress, by Lindsay Rogers (Balti- 
more); Riverside history of the United States in four volumes, 
edited by William E. Dodd, the last two volumes written by Wil- 
liam E. Dodd, and Frederic L. Paxson (Boston) ; 9 and Writings 
on American history, by Grace Gardner Griffin (Cambridge). 

In addition to the doctoral dissertations listed in the writer's 
survey last year, the following dissertations reported in pro- 
gress in December, 1915, at various American universities ap- 
pear from their titles to touch this field directly or indirectly: 
"Constitutional and administrative aspects of tenant legislation 
in the United States, " by H. C. Beyle (Chicago); " Specia.l 
municipal corporations," by F. H. Guild (Illinois); " Historv of 
corrupt practices acts in the United States," bv V. J. West (Chi- 
cago); "History of the veto power of the governor," by L. D. 

5 To be reviewe(d later. 
6, Reviewed ante, 2: 591. 
7 To be reviewed later. 
8 Reviewed ante, 1: 459. 
9 Reviewed ante, 2: 217 4. 
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Whiite (Chicago); "The Iiistory of the post office in the United 
States," by W. E. Rich (Chicago); "Tlle history of the Aus- 
trialiani ballot system in the United States," by E. C. Evans 
(Chicago); "The relations between the public domain and the 
cattle industry in the United States," by W. M. Babcock, Jr. 
(Harvard); "The presidential campaign of 1840," by D. R. Fox 
(Columbia); "The draft during the civil war," bv F. C. Whlite 
(Columbia); "The hiistory of the national banking system," by 
J. F. Ebersole (Clhicago); "Resumption of specie payment in 
1879," by E. B. Patton (Chicago); "Tlle return of the demo- 
cratic party to power in 1884," by H. C. Thomas (Columbia); 
"The Ilistory of the pension inovement, 1885 to present," by 
D. L. MeMurry (Wisconsin); "The presidential campaign of 
1896," by Raymond Moley (Columbia); "Migrations to the 
northwest, 1830-1850," by J. C. Bell, Jr. (Columbia); "Dis- 
union sentiment in the nortliwest, 1860-1861," by H. C. Hubbart 
(Clhicago); and "Constitutional development in the far western 
states since the civil war," by J. D. Hicks (Wisconsin). 

Among the articles in periodicals attention may be called to 
the following: "Recollections of an old cavalrvman," by Ezra 
B. Fuller, in the Journal of the United States cavalry associa- 
tion, January, 1916; a study of the pioneer and explorer, James 
Bridger, by Grenville M. Dodge, and "The women and children 
of Fort Anthony, later named Fort Snelling," by Warren Up- 
lham, in the Magazine of history, July, 1915; "West cultivating 
its historical garden," in the Nation, May 18, 1916; "Our nation 
in the building," by Helen Nicolay, serial in the Century; 
"From moccasin to motor-car," by Keene Abbott, in Harper's 
monthly mnagazine, June, 1916; "James Bridger: the greatest 
Rocky mountain scout," by A. J. Shotwell, in Old Santa Fe, 
July, 1916; "The rural credit system needed in western develop- 
ment," by Elwood Mead, in the University of California chron- 
icle, January, 1916; "Ctut-off: a narrative.of the adventures of 
the Reed-Donner party in 1846 and the Mormon pioneers in 
1847," by Arthur W. North, in Sunset, December, 1915; "By 
ox-team to California," by Nancy A. Hunt, in Overland, April, 
1916; "Overland starnpede of 1849," by Frank M. Vancil, in 
Overland, April, 1916; "Reminiscences of the old stage line," 
by Bernetta A. Atkinson, in Overlanid, June, 1916. 
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Mention should a.lso be made of an article entitled "James 
Shields: an a.ppreciatioii," by John B. O'Meara, in volume xiv 
of the Journal of the American Irish Iiistorica.l society (New 
York). 

Considerable literature dealing witlh the Indians of the tranis- 
.Mississippi nortlhwest lia.s appeared during the pa.st twelve 
months. Amnong the publications in separate form and not in 
series may be mentioned The fighting Cheyennes, by George 
Bird Grinnell (New York, 431 p.); 10 The Indian to-day: the past 
and future of the first AlRmerican, by Charles A. Eastman (Gar- 
den City, 182 p.); " The Indians of the Pike's Peak region, by 
Irving Howbert (New York, 1.914. 930 p.) 12 Blackf eet tales 
of Glacier national park, by James Willard Schultz (Boston, 
241 p.); Excavation and repair of Sun Temnple, Mesa Verde 
national park, by Jesse W. Fewkes. (Washington, 32 p.); Siub- 
ject-index to Indian Office cirqcalars, Nos. 160 to 1000, from July 
8, 1907, to June 25, 1915 (Wa.shington) ; Indian names and gamnes 
for canp fire girls, by Florence M. Poast (Washington, 78 p.); 
and volume x of The nythology of all races, by Hartley B. Alex- 
ander (Boston, 3925 p.). 

In the Anthropological papers of the American museum of 
natural history there have appeared the following monographs: 
"Riding gear of the North America.n Indians," by Clark Wiss- 
ler; and "Costumes of the plains Indians," by Clark Wissler. 
Volume ix of the Publications of the American ethnological soci- 
ety contains a number of " Kickapoo tales," collected by the late 
William Jones and edited by Truma.n AiIichelson. Albert E. 
Jenks. is the author of "Indian-white ama.lgamation: an an- 
thropometric study,7" which constitutes njumber six of the 
Studies in the social sciences published by the university of 
Minnesota.. "Arapaho dialects," by A. L. Kroeber, is a mono- 
gra.plh published in June in the University of California publi- 
cations in A merican archaeology and ethnology. 

The American journal of sociology for March, 1916, contains 
an article by Clark Wissler entitled "Aboriginal maize culture 
a.s a, typical culture-complex." In the Musical quarterly for 

10 Reviewed in tllis number. 
11 Reviewed ante, 2: 430. 
12 Reviewed ante, 2: 450. 
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April, 1916, Artlhur F. Nevin relates his experiences (luring 
"Two summeiqs wit.h the Blackfeet." Overland for January, 
1916, contains some "Tales of the Blackfeet." The Quarterly 
journal of the society of American Indians, the title of which 
has recently been clhanged to the Anerican Indian m,agazine, 
contains numerous articles dealing with the history and present 
status of the Indianiis from the Indian 's viewpoint. 

A large volume of material dealing with the history of the 
various states of this section has appeared during the past year. 
County hiistories have been publislhed by the score and an in- 
mense amount of valuable material on local history has appeared 
in the newspapers and local periodicals throughout this region. 
Owing to the obviouLs inmpossibility of even approxiniating com- 
pleteness, no attempt will be made in these pages to list county 
histories or newspaper material. The reader may be referred 
to the quarterly publications of the historical societies of Min- 
nesota, Iowa, and Missouri for notes on such1 material in those 
states. 

For Minnesota the following publications may be mentioned: 
Minnesota: its story and biog raphy, in three volumes, by 
Henry A. Castle (Chicago); The city of Saint Paul and vicinity, 
by George F. C. Pa.ul (St. Paul. 1.73 p.); History of the first 
regiment of Minnesota volunteer infantry (Stillwater, Minn., 
508 p.); Ment of Minnesota, second edition (St. Paul, 520 p.); 
The life of Lord Str-athcona anid M1ount Royal, in two volumes, 
by Beckles Willson (Boston) ; 13 Strathcona and the making of 
Canada, by W. T. R.. Preston (New York, 324 p.); and Pioneer 
laymen of North America, volume i, conta.ining a discus.sion of 
Radisson and Groseilliers, by T. J. Campbell (New York, 
287 p.). 

The Year-book of the Minnesota sta.te federation of labor, 
1915, contains a. "History of the labor movenment of Minnesota," 
by W. E. M'Ewen. In the Mlfinu,ites of the synod of Minnesota 
of the Presbyterian clhurchl there are the proceedings of the exer- 
cises commemorating the eightietlh anniversary of the First 
Presbyterian churchl of Minneapolis. Volume fourteen, number 
six of the Journal of geography, published by the university of 
Wisconsin, is a Minnesota number and contains among others 

13 Reviewed anite, 2: 611. 
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tlle following articles: "The development of the lumber in- 
dustry in Minnesota," by E. G. Cheyney; and "Geographic. in- 
fluences in the exploration and early development of Minne- 
sota," by C. J. Posey. In the April, 1916, number of Minnesota 
mzunicipalities there is a discussion of "Tlhe need of a constitu- 
tional convention ini Minnesota," by William A. Schaper. Fur- 
thermore, in November, 1915, the periodical issued from 1897 to 
1.901 under the name De Lestry's wvestern magazine was revived 
a.s the WVestern miagazmne. Somne hiistorical material appears in 
its pages. 

Publications relating to Iowa. history wlhichl lhave been noted 
are: a niew edition of The making of Iowa, by Henry and Edwin 
L. Sa.bin (Chicago, 284 p.) 14 Iowa: its history and its fore- 
mwost citizens in tlhree volumes, by Johnson Brigham (Chicago); 
T'he life of George Autgustus Gates, by Isabel Sinith Gates (Bos- 
ton, 78 p.); Life of W J McGee, by Einma. R. McGee (Farley, 
Iowa); Father M1azzuchelli's memnoirs (Sinsinawa, Wisconsin, 
375 p.); Com?pany orders of the Dodge light guards, by Clifford 
Powell (Council Bluffs); Official book of the Fort Armstrong 
cententnial celebr-ationt: (Rock Island); Vera's visit to Davenport, 
Alntoine Le Claire's town in the Black Haw1k purchase, by Harry 
E. Downer (Davenport, 36 p.); Iowa day for the public schools, 
by B. W. Hoadley (Des Moines, 160 p.); and Census of Iowa for 
the year 1915, compiled by A. IU. Swan and Ora. Williams. 

Volume four, number three of the Studies in the social sci- 
ences published by the sta.te university of Iowa consists of a 
history of "The Iowa state federation of labor," by Lorin 
Stuckey. In the Studies in the social sciences of the university 
of Illinois in November, 1915, there appeared a, monograph on 
the "History of the Illinois Central railroad to 1870," by How- 
ard Gray Brownson. The Proceedings of the Iowa park and 
forestry a,ssociation for 1913 (published in 191.5) consists of a. 
memorial volume containing tributes to and addresses by the 
late Johni F. Lacey, compiled by L. H. Pammel. Two papers in 
the Proceedings of the Iowa academy of science for 1915 are: a 
sketch of the life of Charles Edwini Bessey, by L. H. Pammel; 
and " Early Iowa. locality records," by Bohumil Shimek. In the 
Iowa law bulletin, published by the state university of Iowa, 

14 Reviewed in this number. 
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t.here have been printed the following articles: "Emtilin 
McClain," byr Jacob Van der Zee; "Emlin McClain, a great 
tea-cher of law," by Eug,ene Wamba.ugh; and "Recordinig of in- 
struments affectinig land in Iowa," by Percy Bordwell. The 
Journal of history, publislhed at Lamoni, Iowa, by the Reorgan- 
ized Church of Latter Da.y Saints contains data, relative to the 
history of that organization in Iowa, Missouri, anid elsewhere. 
"Some recollections of educational work in Iowa," by Samuel 
J. Buck; and "Iowa 's contribution to the educational work of 
the world," by ilTomer H. Seerley, are amnong the articles ii 
Mlidland schools published at Des Moines. 

Missouri hiistory is dealt witli in the following publications: 
Missouri's strgygle for statehood, 1804-1821, by Floyd C. Shoe- 
naker (Jeffersoni City, 383 p.) 1-5" Williamz Rockhill Nelsont, 
the story of a man, a newspaper and a city (Kansas City, 274 
p.) 16 The historical genealogy of the IVoodsons and their con- 
nections, by Henry M. AVoodson (Jefferson City); Memorial 
sketches of pioneer.s and early, residents of southteast Missouri, 
by Louis Houck (Cape Girardeau) ; 17 Alll about St. Louis, by 
Albert von Hoffmiiani (St. Louis, 40 p.). In the April, 1916, num- 
ber of the Washington university studies there is an article oni 
"A centurv a.nld a half of fur trade at St. Jouis," by Isa.ac Lip- 
pincott. 

Publica.tions coincerning Kansas whlichl have come to thle writ- 
er's notice are few in number, namely: Vith John Brown in 
Kansas, by Edward P. Bridgrnan an(d L. F. Parsons (Madison, 
Wisconsin, 36 p.); Impressions of early Kansas, by Eliza J. 
Wiggin (WichIita, 79 p.); and A note book in Asmerican history 
for Kansas schools, by Ralph Ray Price (Topeka, 229 p.). 
"Prohibition in Kansa.s," by Whlidden Graham, is an article in 
the Outlook of Marchl 8, 1916; while in the Anerican nagazine 
for January, 1916, William Allen White discusses Kansas in the 
series entitled "Glory of the states." 

Two pamphlets oni Nebraska Ilistory are: Pioneer stories of 
the pioneers of Fillmore and adjoining counties, by George R. 
Keith (Exeter, Nebraska, 82 p.) ; and Pioneer sketch,es.c, Noebras- 

15 Reviewed in this iiiirnber. 
16 Reviewed ante, 3: 259. 
17 Reviewed in this num3ber. 
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ka and Texas, by W. Stra.ley (Hico, Texas, 58 p.). "Local and 
Nebraska history in Nebraska public schools," by C. R. Ander- 
son; and "The Torrens land transfer act of Nebraska," by 
Tliorne A. Browne, constitute two numbers of the Nebr-aska his- 
tory and political science series publislied by the Nebraska legis- 
lative reference bureau. A c.ontribution in the Publications of 
the Nebraska aca.demy of sciences, volume nine, number three, 
is entitled "Folk-songs of Nebraska ancd the central west: a 
syllabus," written by Louise Pound. 

South Dakota: a reputblic of friends, by Willis E. Johnson 
(Pierre, 348 p.); History of Dakota territory, in twvo volumes, 
by George W. Kingsbury (Chicago); South Dakota: its histor-y 
and its people, by George Martin Smith (Chica-go); anid Biog- 
raphy of Senator Alfred Beard Kittredae: Ihis comnplete life 
work, by Oscar 0. Coursey (Mitchell, S. D.) are works on South 
Dakota history. In the Northwestern banker (Des Moines) for 
June, 1916, there is a sketch of the history of the " South Dakota 
bankers' association," and an article on the "Growth and devel- 
opment of Sioux Falls, South Dakota," by Leroy M. Gibbs. 

The Quarterly journal of the university of North Dakota, has 
contained some his.torica.l material, thougli very little rela.ting to 
North Dakota. 

The vigilantes of Montana, by Thomas J. Dimsdale, seems to 
have been reprinted in two editions, one at But.te and the other 
at Helena.. In the Inter-mountain educator there have a.ppeared 
two articles on "Historical sites in Montana," by F. H. Garver. 
A history of Montana from 1854 to the present time is. being 
prepared from persona.l notes by Granville Stuart of Hall, Mon- 
tana.. Finally, mention should be made of the report on the 
archives of Wyoming, by James F. Willard, in tlle Annutal re- 
port of the American historica.l association for 1913. 

ACQUISITION OF SOURCE MATERIALS 

Thus far the historical societies of tlhis region lhave not been 
so successful in the accumulation of large collections of source 
materials of a manuscript character as the societies in the states 
across the Mississippi; and no doubt fewver manuscript collec- 
tions a-re available in this region. Each year, however, some 
va.luable papers are acquired and placed at the disposal of re- 
searchers. 
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The accessions of the Minnesota historical society during the 
past year include a collection of papers, notes, and miscellanies 
of Colonel D. A. Robertson; some books a.nd papers of Josiah 
B. Clhaney, among which are t.wo record books of the St. Paul 
academy of na.tural sciences from 1870 to 1883; the original 
dra,ft of a report ma,de to the boa,rd of missions of the Protestant 
Episcopal clhurch in 1868 by Bishop Whlipple concerning the 
Indians and the causes of the Sioux war; four manuscript books 
containing a,c,couLnts and lists of members of tlhe Scandinavian 
workingmen's society of Minneapolis; the diaries of John R. 
Cummins of Minneapolis from 1855 to the present. time; some 
letters and a diary written by Cyrus R. Stone of St. Paul while 
he was in service during the civil war in a, New York regiment; 
a wall map of St. Antlhony andl Minneapolis made in 1856; a col- 
lection of letters written by James George of Olhio telling of 
his experiences during the Mexican war; and about thirty large 
boxes of books, mostly government (locuments, from the library 
of Sena.tor W. D. Washburn. 

The state historical society of Iowa. has acquired an autobiog- 
ra,phy of William Rodgers, an Iowa, pioneer; a series of inter- 
esting letters writt.en by Stephen H. Hayes while on a trip down 
the Ohio and up the Mississippi in 1845; and some papers relat- 
ing to railroad building in Iowa during the seventies. 

The most notable acquisitions of the historical department of 
Iowa are the large collections of civil war relics gathered by 
Major S. H. M. Byers; substantial additions to the collection of 
materials donated several years ago by the late General Gren- 
ville M. Dodge; and the collection of civil war papers and relics 
belonging to Captain V. P. Twombly. 

The Missouri historical society at St. Louis reports the acces- 
sion of the archlives of Ste. Genevieve, the oldest town in Mis- 
souri, coverinig the perio(l from 1750 to 1873. Almost equally 
important is the acquisition of a file of 288 volumes of the St. 
Louis Republic from 1808 to 1911. This newspaper, whlich came 
int,o existenc.e under the name of Missouri Democrat in July, 
1808, is said to have been the first newspaper published west of 
the Mississippi river. 

Interest a.lso atta.ches to the recent acquisition by the public 
airchives of Canada of five account books of the American fur 
company, covering the yea,rs from '1817 to 1834. 
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CELEBRATIONS, PAGEANTS, AND THE MARKING OF HISTORIC SITES 

Unusual interest has been displayed during the past twelve 
months in the celebration of anniversaries, by pageants and 
otherwise, in the trans-Mississippi nortlhwest. An elaborate 
historical pageant was presented in Mankato, Minnesota, on 
July 4th, as the leading event of home-conming week. Three 
weeks later, on the evenings of July 27th to 29th, at Excelsior 
Commons, Lake Minnetonka, there was presented a "pageant 
of Lake Minnetonka." The one hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of Fort Armstrong was fittingly observed on Rock 
Island anid in the cities of Rock Island, Moline, and Davenport 
during the week of June 18th to 24th. The movement for the 
celebration was originated by the Rock Island county historical 
society and the historical section of the Davenport academy of 
sciences, and it was. under the joint, direction of these organiza.- 
tions that the exercises were conducted. Beginning with ser- 
mons in the various churches, there were addresses, parades, 
fireworks, and pageants (both in the daytime and at night), in- 
cluding an illuminated river pageanit. 

At Caledonia, Missouri, there was celebrated in August the 
centennial of the founding of the Bellevue church in Washing- 
toni county, the first Presbyterian church west of the Mississippi. 
Moberly, Missouri, celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its 
establishmenit in September. Two celebrations in August at 
Fayette, Missouri, commemorated the establishment of Howard. 
county and the organization of the Missouri conference of the 
Methodist Episcopa.l church. Committees. appointed by the 
state historical society of Missouri a.t Columbia are now at work 
making plans for the proper observance in 1921 of the centennial 
of the adnmission of Missouri into the union. 

Exercises in commemoration of the Custer fight were held 
on the Custer battlefield, near Billings, Montana, on June 25tlh. 
Continued initerest lhas likewise been manifested in the marking 
of historic sites and the erection of monuments. In September, 
1915, the Old Trails chapter of the D. A. Rl. unveiled a, bronze 
tablet which they had placed on the walls of the old round tower 
at Fort Sniellinig in miiemnory of Coloniel Henry Ljeavenworth anid 
the men wlho were the first soldiers at thlat post. Plans have 
been laid for the establislhment of a niational park extending oni 



Vol. III, No. 3 Historical Activities 367 

botlh sides of the Mississippi river nea,r Prairie du Chien, Wis- 
consin, and McGregor, Iowa, and including the place where 
Joliet and Marquette first saw and entered the Mississippi in 
1673. 

A tablet in mei-mory of Black Hawk wa.s unveiled in Crapo 
park at. Burlingtoni, Iowa., on October 91, 1910. The foundation 
for the Allison memorial on the ca,pitol grounds at Des Moines 
lhas been completed a,nd dedicated, and the work on the statue 
has progressed. On August 29th, there was dedicated a,t Spirit 
Lake, Iowa, a, boulder anid bronze tablet marking tIme site of the 
stocka.de and ol(1 courthouse where the people of Dickinson-i 
counity were sheltered during the Indiani uprising of 1861-1862. 

Provision was made for a monumeent in honor of Colonel 
Alexander WV. Doniphan at Richmond, Missouri, by the last gen- 
eral assembly of tha,t state. The va.rious chapters of the 
D. A. R. in Missouri have beeni active in erec,ting markers over 
the graves of revolutionary soldiers. A monument to Daniel 
and Rebecca, Boone was unveiled and dedicated a.t Marthasville, 
Missouri, on October 29, 1915. The site of William Clark's 
lhome in St. Louis lia,s been marked. 

Among the activities along this line in Kansas is the mark- 
ing of the sit,e of Pike's Republican Pawnee village. In Nortlh 
Dakota a, movement has been started for the creation of two 
state parks -one a,t Pembina, to mark the sites of the trading 
posts of the Nortlh west and Hudson's bay conipanies, and the 
other on tIhe Missouri river to mnark the spot visited by Veren- 
drye in 1738. 

DAN ELBERT CLARK 
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA 

IOWA CITY 
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